STH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

“Your light must shine
before others, that they
may see your good deeds
and glorify your heavenly
Father.” - Mt 5:16
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Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

If ...

It’s a surprising little word — if. For such a
short word, it holds an abundance of excuses.

Personally, | could buy a new car if | had a
dollar for every time | used the word “if”

to explain away my own flaws. “If | wasn’t

so tired. If we had more money. If the kids
weren’t always on my last nerve. If | had more
talent. If life wasn’t so hard.”

If, if, if.

| don’t always feel like being the salt of the
earth. Can’t someone else season the dish?
Sometimes it’s more than | want to give, more
than | want to do, more than | want to be.
Sharing my bread, sheltering the oppressed,
clothing the naked, and accompanying

my neighbor — doing these things in the
literal or figurative sense can be completely
exhausting. Mediocrity is so easy. It’s so
comfortable.

But /f. It looms again, that short but powerful
word.

“If” can be deep with excuses, but it can also
be wide with possibility. If | bring it all to God.
If | stop relying on my own abilities. If | prayed
more than | talked. If | make my heart firm. If
my faith does not rest on human wisdom.

If not me, who? If not now, when?

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a
mountain cannot be hidden.” — Matthew 5:14

Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

February 5, 2023 / 5 lutego 2023

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:
What is the “Miraculous Medal” and why
is it called that?

Answer:

The medal of the Immaculate Conception
that has come to be called simply the
“Miraculous Medal” dates back to an
apparition of Mary to Saint Catherine
Laboure, who was then a novice sister with
the Daughters of Charity. On November 27,
1830, Our Lady appeared to her standing
on a globe, with shafts of light streaming
from her hands and the words, “O Mary,
conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee,” surrounding the image. In
the same vision, Catherine saw a capital “M”
with a cross above it and below two hearts.
Catherine seemed to hear a voice telling her
to have what she saw struck as a medal and
a promise that those who wore the medal
would have the protection and intercession
of the Mother of God. The first 1,500 of
medals were distributed in 1832. Many
miraculous favors were attributed to the use
of the medal.

Saint Catherine’s “Miraculous Medal” is
among the recognizable and popular
symbols of modern Catholicism. Reflecting
on its widespread use, the 2001 Vatican
document, “Directory on Popular Piety and
Liturgy,” observes that the medal “recalls
the mystery of Redemption, the love of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus and of the Sorrowful
Heart of Mary. It signifies the mediatory role
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the mystery of
the Church, the relationship between Heaven
and earth, this life and eternal life.”
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO ’r%‘

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith Ms. Megan Mio

Global Mission Office nﬂqmgmmmo o
Department of Parish Vitality and Mission ’

3525 South Lake Park Avenue Ms_Irene Acevedo-Gonzales
Chicago, It 60653 Bookkeeper

Tel. 312 534.3322 Fax 312.534. 1599 iacevedo-gonzalezqgarchchicage. org

WeAreMissionary org

November, 2022
Dear Missionary Disciples,

On behalf of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, we wish to thank you for your faithful participation in
the annual World Mission Sunday celebration.

As Pope Francis stated in his message for World Mission Sunday, “The prayers and the material aid
generously given and distributed through the Pontifical Mission Societies enable the Holy See to ensure that
those who are helped in their personal needs can in turn bear witness to the Gospel in the circumstances of
their daily lives.” Through your generous support on World Mission Sunday, the Church continues to make
disciples of Jesus Christ through ministries of compassion, accompaniment, and assistance to those most in
need across the globe.

We encourage you to continue living out the call to mission throughout the year by supporting global mission
efforts within your parish and by engaging with locally-represented missionary organizations. Please contact
us or visit WeAreMissionary org to discover ways that the Mission Office can support you in your mission
journey. We thank you once again for your generosity, and may God bless you in continuing to transform the
world in the light of Christ.

Sincerely in the Mission of Jesus,

77&@3(,_ S W,M %

Megan Mic Irene Acevedo-Gonzalez
Director Bookkeeper
CHECK DATE PAYMENT METHOD CHECK NUMBER
11/16/22 Check 8974
ACTIVITY QTY DATE DESCRIPTION
24-WMSunday 1 11/16/2022 World Mission Sunday Contributions-WMS 2022
TOTAL
CHECK DATE PAYMENT METHOD CHECK NUMBER
11/16/22 Check 9586
ACTIVITY QTY DATE DESCRIPTION
24-WMSunday 1 11/16/2022 World Mission Sunday Contributions WMS 2022
Tax Notice: Other than intangible religious benefits we did not provide you TOTAL
with goods or services in consideration of this gift, This contribution is tax- BALANCE DUE

deductible to the extent allowed by law. Please retain this receipt with your tax
records.

AMOUNT

1,662.00
1,662.00

AMOUNT

4,586.90

4,586.90
$0.00
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St. Robert Bellarmine’s

Saturday, February 11, 2023
Doors Open @ 6:00 pm | Games start @ 7:30 pm

21 and over only.
St. Robert Bellarmine | Kernaghan Hall
4646 N. Austin Ave. ~ Chicago, IL 60630

$20 Admission per person
- admission pays for ALL 14 games
- 12 cards each game

- Daubers available for $2 each
~-OVER $1,500 IN PRIZES

RAFFLES!

Food & Beverage Available for Purchase
Cash or Check Only.

Proceeds Benefit the
St. Robert Bellarmine
School Parents’ Association.
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