SAINTS OF THE WEEK- SWIECI TYGODNIA

AUGUST 30 - ST. TERESA OF CALCUTTA

Saint Teresa of Calcutta, the tiny woman recognized throughout the world for her
work among the poorest of the poor, was beatified October i
19,2003. Among those present were hundreds of Missionaries S‘ 7
of Charity, the order she founded in 1950, as a diocesan B85 =
religious community. Today the congregation also includes j: /’
contemplative sisters and brothers, and an order of priests. W =

Born to Albanian parents in what is now Skopje, F 4
Macedonia, Gonxha (Agnes) Bojaxhiu was the youngest of _
the three children who survived. For a time, the family lived
comfortably, and her father’s construction business thrived.
But life changed overnight following his unexpected death.

During her years in public school, Agnes participated in a
Catholic sodality and showed a strong interest in the foreign

missions. At age 18, she entered the Loreto Sisters of Dublin. It A

was 1928 when she said goodbye to her mother for the final time
and made her way to a new land and a new life. The following
year she was sent to the Loreto novitiate in Darjeeling, India.

L, Said
There she chose the name Teresa and prepared for a life ﬂ- ;Ma
@

OF CALCUTTA

of service. She was assigned to a high school for girls in
Calcutta, where she taught history and geography to the
daughters of the wealthy. But she could not escape the realities around her—the
poverty, the suffering, the overwhelming numbers of destitute people.

In 1946, while riding a train to Darjeeling to make a retreat, Sister Teresa heard what
she later explained as “a call within a call. The message was clear. | was to leave the
convent and help the poor while living among them.” She also heard a call to give up
her life with the Sisters of Loreto and instead, to “follow Christ into the slums to serve
him among the poorest of the poor.”

After receiving permission to leave Loreto, establish a new religious community,
and undertake her new work, Saint Teresa of Calcutta took a nursing course for
several months. She returned to Calcutta, where she lived in the slums and opened a
school for poor children. Dressed in a white sari and sandals—the ordinary dress of an
Indian woman-she soon began getting to know her neighbors—especially the poor
and sick—and getting to know their needs through visits.

The work was exhausting, but Saint Teresa of Calcutta was not alone for long.
Volunteers who came to join her in the work, some of them former students,
became the core of the Missionaries of Charity. Others helped by donating food,
clothing, supplies, and the use of buildings. In 1952, the city of Calcutta gave
Saint Teresa of Calcutta a former hostel, which became a home for the dying
and the destitute. As the order expanded, services were also offered to orphans,
abandoned children, alcoholics, the aging, and street people.

For the next four decades, Mother Teresa worked tirelessly on behalf of the poor.
Her love knew no bounds. Nor did her energy, as she crisscrossed the globe pleading
for support and inviting others to see the face of Jesus in the poorest of the poor.
In1979, she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. On September 5, 1997, God called
her home. Blessed Teresa was canonized by Pope Francis on September 4, 2016.

Source: www.franciscanmedia.org
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30 SIERPNIA — SW. TERESA Z KALKUTY

Swieta Teresa z Kalkuty, drobna kobieta znana na catym $wiecie ze swojej dziatalnosci

na rzecz najbiedniejszych z biednych, zostata beatyfikowana 19
; pazdziernika 2003 roku. Wérdd obecnych byty setki Misjonarek
Mitosci-zgromadzenia, ktdre zatozytaw 1950 rokujako diecezjalng
wspdlnote zakonna. Obecnie zgromadzenie to obejmuje rowniez
siostry i braci kontemplacyjnych oraz zgromadzenie ksiezy.

Gonxha (Agnes) Bojaxhiu, urodzona w rodzinie albariskiej w
. migscie, ktdre obecnie nosi nazwe Skopje w Macedonii, byfa
najmtodszym z trojga dzieci, ktdre przezyly. Przez pewien czas rodzina
" 1ytaw dostatku, a firma budowlana jej ojca prosperowata. Jednak po

 jego niespodziewanej Smierci zycie zmienito sie z dnia na dzier.

W czasie nauki w szkole publicznej Agnes nalezata do katolickiego
stowarzyszenia miodzieiowego i wykazywata duie zainteresowanie
) misjami zagranicznymi. W wieku 18 lat wstapita do zgromadzenia Sidstr
Loreto w Dublinie. W 1928 roku po raz ostatni pozegnata sie z matkg
i wyruszyta w droge do nowej krainy i nowego Zycia. W nastepnym roku
20stata wystana do nowicjatu zgromadzenia Loreto w Darjeeling w Indiach.

Tam wybrata imie Teresa i przygotowywata sie do
Zycia w stuzbie innym. Zostata skierowana do liceum dla

an (ziewczat w Kalkucie, gdzie uczyta historii i geografii
cOrki zzamoznych rodzin. Nie mogta jednak uciec od otaczajace] ja rzeczywistosci
— ubdstwa, cierpienia i przyttaczajacej liczby ludzi zyjgcych w nedzy.

W1946 roku, podczas podrézy pociagiem do Darjeeling, gdzie miata odbyc rekolekdje,
siostra Teresa ustyszata to, co pdiniej okreslita jako ,wezwanie w wezwaniu”. Przestanie
byto jasne: ,Miatam opuscic klasztor i pomagac ubogim, Zyjac wsrdd nich”. Ustyszata
réwniez wezwanie, by porzucic zycie wsrdd Sidstr z Loreto i zamiast tego ,,podazac za
Chrystusem do slumsow, by stuzy¢ Mu wérod najbiednigjszych z biednych”,

Po uzyskaniu zgody na opuszczenie Loreto, zafozenie nowej wspdlnoty zakonnej i
podjecie nowej dziatalnosci, $wieta Teresa z Kalkuty przez kilka miesiecy uczeszczata na
kurs pielegniarski. Powrdcita do Kalkuty, gdzie zamieszkata w slumsach i otworzyta szkote
dla ubogich dzieci. Ubrana w biate sarii sandaty — zwykly strdj indyjskiej kobiety — wkrotce
1aczefa poznawac swoich sasiadow — zwhaszcza ubogich i chorych — oraz dowiadywac sie o
ich potrzebach poprzez odwiedziny.

Praca hyta wyczerpujaca, ale Swieta Teresa z Kalkuty nie pozostawata diugo sama.
Wolontariusze, ktdrzy przybyli, by dotaczy¢ do niej w tej pracy — wsréd nich byli jej byli
uczniowie — stali sie trzonem Zgromadzenia Sidstr Mitosierdzia. Inni pomagali, przekazujac
Zywnos(, odziez, artykuty pierwszej potrzeby oraz udostepniajac budynki. W 1952 roku
miasto Kalkuta przekazato Sw. Teresie z Kalkuty dawny akademik, ktdry stat sie domem dla
umierajacych i najbiedniejszych. W miare rozwoju zgromadzenia pomoc zaczeto oferowac
réwnie sierotom, porzuconym dzieciom, alkoholikom, osobom starszym i bezdomnym.

Przez kolejne cztery dekady Matka Teresa niestrudzenie pracowata na rzecz ubogich.
Jej mito$¢ nie znata granic. Podobnie jak jej energia, z jakg przemierzata Swiat, btagajac o
wsparcie i zachecajac innych, by dostrzegali oblicze Jezusa w najbiedniejszych z biednych. W
1979 roku otrzymata Pokojowg Nagrode Nobla. 5 wrzesnia 1997 roku Bdg powotat ja do siebie.
Btogostawiona Teresa zostata kanonizowana przez papieza Franciszka 4 wrzesnia 2016 roku.
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