SAINTS OF THE WEEK- SWIECI TYGODNIA

OCTOBER 30 - St. Alphonsus Rodriguez

Tragedy and challenge beset today’s saint
early in life, but Alphonsus Rodriguez
found happiness and contentment through
simple service and prayer.

Born in Spain in 1533, Alphonsus inherited
the family textile business at 23. Within the
space of three years, his wife, daughter, and
mother died; meanwhile, business was poor.
Alphonsus stepped back and reassessed his life.
He sold the business, and with his young son,
moved into his sister’s home. There he learned
the discipline of prayer and meditation.

At the death of his son years later, Alphonsus,
almost 40 by then, sought to join the Jesuits.
He was not helped by his poor education. He
applied twice before being admitted. For 45
years he served as doorkeeper at the Jesuits’ college in Majorca.
When not at his post, he was almost always at prayer, though
he often encountered difficulties and temptations.

His holiness and prayerfulness attracted many to him,
including Saint Peter Claver, then a Jesuit seminarian.
Alphonsus’ life as doorkeeper may have been humdrum, but
centuries later he caught the attention of poet and fellow-Jesuit
Gerard Manley Hopkins, who made him the subject of one of
his poems.

Alphonsus died in 1617. He is the patron saint of Majorca.

REFLECTION

We like to think that God rewards the good, even in this life.
But Alphonsus knew business losses, painful bereavement, and
periods when God seemed very distant. None of his suffering
made him withdraw into a shell of self-pity or bitterness.
Rather, he reached out to others who lived with pain, including
enslaved Africans. Among the many notables at his funeral
were the sick and poor people whose lives he had touched.
May they find such a friend in us!

Saint Alphonsus Rodriguez is the Patron Saint of:
Majorca

Source: www.franciscanmedia.org
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30 PAZDZIERNIKA - $w. Alfons Rodriguez

Tragedia i trudnosci dotknely dzisiejszego
$wigtego juz we wczesnym okresie zycia,
jednak Alfons Rodriguez odnalazt szczescie i
spokdj dzigki prostej stuzbie i modlitwie.

Urodzony w Hiszpanii w 1533 roku Alfons
przejat rodzinng firme tekstylng w wieku 23 lat. W
ciagu trzech lat zmarly jego zona, corka i matka;
w tym samym czasie firma przezywata trudnosci.
Alfons wycofat si¢ i ponownie przemyslat swoje
zycie. Sprzedat firm¢ i wraz z malym synem
wprowadzit si¢ do domu swojej siostry. Tam
nauczyt si¢ dyscypliny modlitwy i medytacji.

Po $mierci syna, wiele lat péiniej, Alfons, kiéry
mial wéwezas prawie 40 lat, postanowit wstapi¢ do
zakonu jezuitéw. Nie pomagato mu w tym jego stabe
wyksztalcenie. Ztozyl dwa wnioski, zanim zostat
przyjety. Przez 45 lat pelnit funkeje portiera w kolegium jezuitéw na
Majorce. Kiedy nie petnit swoich obowiazkéw, prawie zawsze oddawat
si¢ modlitwie, cho¢ czgsto napotykat trudnosci i pokusy.

Jego $wigtos¢ i poboznos¢ przyciagaty do niego wielu ludzi, w tym
$wictego Piotra Klavera, kedry byt wéwczas seminarzysta jezuickim.
Zycie Alfonsa jako odzwiernego moglo by¢ prozaiczne, ale wieki
pdiniej zwrdcit on uwage poety i wspétbrata jezuity Gerarda
Manleya Hopkinsa, ktéry uczynit go bohaterem jednego ze swoich
wierszy.

Alfons zmart w 1617 roku. Jest patronem Majorki.

REFLEKSJA

Lubimy wierzy¢, ze Bég nagradza dobrych, nawet w tym zyciu. Jednak
Alfons doswiadezyt strat w interesach, bolesnej straty bliskich oraz
okreséw, w keorych Bég wydawat sie bardzo odlegly. Zadne z tych
clerpieni nie sprawito, ze zamknat si¢ w skorupie uzalania si¢ nad soba
czy zgorzknienia. Wreez przeciwnie — wyciagat reke do innych, ktdrzy
zmagali si¢ z bolem, w tym do zniewolonych Afrykandw. Wiréd wielu
znanych osobistosci obecnych na jego pogrzebie byli chorzy i ubodzy,
na kt6rych zycie wywart wptyw. Oby znalezli w nas takiego przyjaciela!

Swiety Alfons Rodriguez jest patronem:
Majorki
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