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OCTOBER 19 - St1. SAINTS JOHN DE BREBEUF
AND Isaac JOGUES, PRIESTS AND COMPANIONS

Isaac Jogues and his companions were | :
the first martyrs of the North American |
continent officially recognized by the |
Church. As a young Jesuit, Isaac Jogues, §
a man of learning and culture, taught §
literature in France. He gave up that career
to work among the Huron Indians in the §
New World, and in 1636, he and his

companions, under the leadership of Jean
de Brébeuf, arrived in Quebec. :
The Hurons were constantly warred &
upon by the Iroquois, and in a few
years Father Jogues was captured by the
Iroquois and imprisoned for 13 months.
His letters and journals tell how he and
his companions were led from village to
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ST. JOHN DE BREBEUF
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JOGUES, KAPLANI 1 TOWARZYSZE
= [saac  Jogues i jego towarzysze Dbyli
pierwszymi  meczennikami  kontynentu
= potnocnoamerykanskiego oficjalnie uznanymi
y przez Koscidt. Jako miody jezuita Isaac Jogues,
cztowiek wyksztatcony i kulturalny, wykfadat
§ literature we Francji. Porzucit t¢ kariere,
4 by podja¢ prace wérdd Indian Huronéw
w Nowym Swiecie, a w 1636 roku wraz z
towarzyszami, pod przewodnictwem Jeana de
b Brébeufa, przybyt do Quebecu.
Huroni byli nieustannie atakowani
MM przcz Irokezow i po kilku latach ojciec
i Jogues zostal pojmany przez Irokezéw
i uwigziony na 13 miesiccy. Jego listy i
dziennikiopisuja, jak wrazz towarzyszami
byl prowadzony od wioski do wioski,

village, how they were beaten, tortured,
and forced to watch as their Huron
converts were mangled and killed.

An unexpected chance for escape came
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jak byt bity, torturowany i zmuszany do
patrzenia, jak ich nawréceni Huroni byli
okaleczani i zabijani.

Nieoczekiwana szansa na  ucieczke

to Isaac Jogues through the Dutch, and _ pojawita si¢ dla Isaaca Joguesa dzigki
he returned to France, bearing the marks Holendrom i powrécit on do Francji, noszac

of his sufferings. Several fingers had been cut, chewed,
or burnt off. Pope Urban VIII gave him permission
to offer Mass with his mutilated hands: “It would be
shameful that a martyr of Christ not be allowed to drink
the Blood of Christ.”

Welcomed home as a hero, Father Jogues might have sat
back, thanked God for his safe return, and died peacefully
in his homeland. But his zeal led him back once more to the
fulfillment of his dreams. In a few months he sailed for his
missions among the Hurons.

In 1646, he and Jean de Lalande, who had offered his
services to the missioners, set out for Iroquois country
in the belief that a recently signed peace treaty would be
observed. They were captured by a Mohawk war party,
and on October 18, Father Jogues was tomahawked and
beheaded. Jean de Lalande was killed the next day at
Ossernenon, a village near Albany, New York.

The first of the Jesuit missionaries to be martyred was
René Goupil who with Lalande, had offered his services
as an oblate. He was tortured along with Isaac Jogues in
1642, and was tomahawked for having made the sign of
the cross on the brow of some children.

Father Anthony Daniel, working among Hurons
who were gradually becoming Christian, was killed by
Iroquois on July 4, 1648. His body was thrown into his
chapel, which was set on fire.

Jean de Brébeuf was a French Jesuit who came to Canada at
the age of 32 and labored there for 24 years. He went back
to France when the English captured Quebec in 1629 and
expelled the Jesuits, but returned to his missions four years
later. Although medicine men blamed the Jesuits for a smallpox
epidemic among the Hurons, Jean remained with them.

He composed catechisms and a dictionary in Huron, and
saw 7,000 converted before his death in 1649. Having
been captured by the Iroquois at Sainte Marie, near
Georgian Bay, Canada, Father Brébeuf died after four
hours of extreme torture.

Gabriel Lalemant had taken a fourth vow—to sacrifice
his life for the Native Americans. He was horribly tortured
to death along with Father Brébeuf.

Father Charles Garnier was shot to death in 1649 as he
baptized children and catechumens during an Iroquois attack.

Father Noel Chabanel also was killed in 1649, before
he could answer his recall to France. He had found it
exceedingly hard to adapt to mission life. He could not
learn the language, and the food and life of the Indians
revolted him, plus he suffered spiritual dryness during his
whole stay in Canada. Yet he made a vow to remain in his
mission until death.

These eight Jesuit martyrs of North America were
canonized in 1930.

REFLECTION

Faith and heroism planted belief in Christ’s cross deep
in our land. The Church in North America sprang
from the blood of martyrs, as has been true in so
many places. The ministry and sacrifices of these saints
challenges each of us, causing us to ask just how deep
is our faith and how strong our desire to serve even in

the face of death.
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slady swoich cierpien. Kilka palcow zostalo mu odcigtych,
pogryzionych lub spalonych. Papiez Urban VIII udzielit
mu pozwolenia na odprawianie Mszy Swietej okaleczonymi
rekami: ,,Bytoby hanba, gdyby meczennikowi Chrystusa nie
pozwolono pi¢ Krwi Chrystusa”.

Powitany w ojczyznie jak bohater, ojciec Jogues mogtby po
prostu odpoczaé, podzickowaé Bogu za bezpieczny powrét i
umrze¢spokojniew ojczyZnie. Jednak jego gorliwo$é poprowadzita
go ponownie ku spetnieniu jego marzen. Kilka miesigcy pdzniej
wyruszyt w rejs do swoich misji wsréd Huronéw.

W 1646 roku wraz z Jeanem de Lalande’em, ktéry
zaoferowal swoje ustugi misjonarzom, wyruszyt na tereny
Irokezéw, wierzac, ze niedawno podpisany traktat pokojowy
bedzie przestrzegany. Zostali pojmani przez oddzial wojenny
Mohawkéw, a 18 pazdziernika ojciec Jogues zostal zabity
tomahawkiem i $ci¢ty. Jean de Lalande zginat nastgpnego dnia
w Ossernenon, wsi niedaleko Albany w stanie Nowy Jork.

Pierwszym z jezuickich misjonarzy, ktéry ponidst $mieré
meczeriska, byt René Goupil, kedry wrazz Lalande’em zaoferowat
swoje ustugi jako oblat. W 1642 roku byt torturowany wraz z
[saaciem Joguesem, a nast¢pnie zabity tomahawkiem za to, ze
wykonat znak krzyza na czofach kilku dzieci.

Ojciec Anthony Daniel, dzialajacy w$réd Hurondw,
ktdrzy stopniowo przyjmowali chrzescijafistwo, zostat
zabity przez Irokezéw 4 lipca 1648 roku. Jego cialo
wrzucono do kaplicy, kt6ra nastepnie podpalono.

Jean de Brébeuf byl francuskim jezuita, ktéry przybyt
do Kanady w wieku 32 lat i dziatal tam przez 24 lata.
Wrécit do Francji, gdy Anglicy zdobyli Quebec w 1629
roku i wygnali jezuitéw, ale cztery lata pézniej powrécit
do swoich misji. Chociaz szamani obwiniali jezuitéw za
epidemi¢ ospy wsréd Hurondw, Jean pozostat wsréd nich.

Opracowat katechizmy i stownik w jezyku huronéw, a przed
swoja $miercia w 1649 roku doprowadzit do nawrdcenia
7 000 oséb. Po tym, jak zostat pojmany przez Irokezéw w
Sainte Marie, niedaleko Georgian Bay w Kanadzie, ojciec
Brébeuf zmart po czterech godzinach okrutnych tortur.

Gabriel Lalemant ztozyl czwarty przysiege — ze poswigci
swoje zycie dla rdzennych Amerykanéw. Zostat straszliwie
torturowany na $mier¢ wraz z ojcem Brébeufem.

Ojciec Charles Garnier zostat zastrzelony w 1649 roku,
gdy chrzcit dzieci i katechumendw podczas ataku Irokezdw.

Ojciec Noel Chabanel réwniez zginat w 1649 roku, zanim zdazyt
odpowiedzie¢ na wezwanie do powrotu do Francji. Niezwykle
trudno byto mu przystosowac si¢ do zycia misyjnego. Nie potrafit
nauczy¢ si¢ jezyka, a jedzenie i styl zycia Indian budzity w nim
odraze; ponadto przez caly okres pobytu w Kanadzie cierpiat na
duchows pustke. Mimo to ztozyt Slubowanie, ze pozostanie na
misji az do $mierci.

Tych o$miu jezuickich meczennikéw z Ameryki Pétnocnej
zostato kanonizowanych w 1930 roku.

REFLEKSJA

Wiara i bohaterstwo gleboko zakorzenily wiare w krzyz
Chrystusa w naszej ziemi. Kosciét w Ameryce Pétnocne;
wyr6st z krwi meczennikow, podobnie jak miato to miejsce
w tak wielu innych miejscach. Stuzba i ofiary tych $wigtych
stanowia wyzwanie dla kazdego z nas, sklaniajac nas do
zadania sobie pytania, jak gleboka jest nasza wiara i jak silna
nasza che¢ stuzenia nawet w obliczu $mierci.
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