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NOVEMBER 18 - St. Rose-Philippine Duchesne
Rose-Philippine Duchesne was born on August 29, 1769, in
Grenoble, France, to a wealthy family that
was deeply committed to their Catholic faith.
From a young age, Rose-Philippine felt called to
religious life and aspired to become a member
of the Society of the Sacred Heart. However, her
family was opposed to this decision, and it was
not until she was 18 years old that she was able
to join the order.

In order to escape her family’s plans for her, she

convinced an aunt to accompany her on a visit A-FILIPINA

to the Visitation of Holy Mary religious order’s DUCHESNE
monastery. Once there, she immediately requested admission and
was accepted, leaving her aunt to return home without her and to
break the news to her family. She made her final vows in 1789, just
as the French Revolution was beginning to sweep the country.

During the revolution, many religious orders were disbanded, and
religious persecution was rampant. However, Sister Rose-Philippine
refused to abandon her faith or her calling to serve others. She
continued to work in secret, often risking her life to provide aid and
comfort to those in need. During the French Revolution’s Reign of
Terror, however, she was forced to move home. Determined to not
be discouraged, she lived according to the Rule of her congregation
and served her family, and those religious who had been imprisoned,
to the best of her ability during that time.

Inspired by a missionary spirit Sister Rose-Philippine accepted
an invitation to set up schools for Native American and French
children in the diocese of Louisiana. In September of 1818 the first
Sacred Heart school outside of Europe was opened in St. Charles,
Missouri. The first novitiate would be opened the next year in
Florissant, Missouri. Life on the frontier was fraught with hardship,
from extreme cold to a shortage of resources, including food, shelter,
and clothing. Despite these obstacles, Sister Rose-Philippine opened
schools and orphanages, taught young girls how to read and write,
and ministered to the sick and the poor.

It was not until Rose-Philippine was 72 years old that her wish to
serve the Native Americans was granted. The Jesuit head of a mission
to open a school for the Potawatomi in Sugar Creek, Kansas insisted
that she join. Though ill and frail she stayed with the Potawatomi for
a year, spending long hours in contemplation which earned her the
nickname, Quah-kah-ka-num-ad, “Woman-Who-Prays-Always.”

She died on November 18, 1852, at the age of 83. On July 3, 1988,
Pope John Paul II declared Rose-Philippine Duchesne to be a saint.
Sister Rose-Philippine was known for her kindness, her compassion,
and her unwavering faith. She inspired many others to follow in her
footsteps, and her legacy lives on today in the work of the Society
of the Sacred Heart and other religious orders that continue to serve
others around the world.
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18 LISTOPADA - $w. Réza-Filipina Duchesne

Réza-Filipina Duchesne urodzita si¢ 29 sierpnia 1769 roku
w Grenoble we Francji, w zamoznej rodzinie
gleboko  oddanej katolickiej. Od
najmiodszych lat  Réza-Filipina  odczuwata
powotanie do zycia zakonnego i pragneta zostaé
czlonkinia Zgromadzenia Najswictszego Serca
Jezusowego. Jednak jej rodzina sprzeciwiata si¢
: tej decyzji i dopiero w wieku 18 lat udalo jej si¢

- wstapi¢ do zgromadzenia.
Aby uciec od planéw, jakie miafa wobec niej

. rodzina, przekonata ciotke, by towarzyszyta jej podczas
an wizyty w Klasztorze zgromadzenia Sidstr Nawiedzenia
Najswictszej Maryi Panny. Po przybyciu na miejsce natychmiast zozyla
prosbe o przyjecie i zostala przyjeta, pozostawiajac ciotke, by ta wrdcita do
domu bez niej i przekazata t¢ wiadomos¢ rodzinie. Zozyta Sluby wieczyste w
1789 roku, whasnie wtedy, gdy Rewolucja Francuska zaczynata ogarnia¢ kraj.

W czasie rewolucji rozwiazano wiele zgromadzeri zakonnych, a
przesladowania religijne osiagnely ogromna skale. Siostra Réza-Filipina
nie zgodzita si¢ jednak porzuci¢ swojej wiary ani powotania do stuzby
innym. Nadal dziatala w tajemnicy, czgsto narazajac zycie, by nie§¢
pomoc i pocieszenie potrzebujacym. Jednak w okresie ,,panowania
terroru” podezas rewolucji francuskiej zostata zmuszona do powrotu
do domu. Zdeterminowana, by nie da¢ si¢ zniecheci¢, zyta zgodnie z
regula swojego zgromadzenia i w miare swoich mozliwosci stuzyta w
tym czasie swojej rodzinie oraz zakonnikom, kedrzy zostali uwigzieni.

Zainspirowana duchem misyjnym siostra Réza-Filipina przyjeta
zaproszenie do zatozenia szkét dla dzieci rdzennych Amerykanéw i
dzieci francuskich w diecezji Luizjany. We wrzesniu 1818 roku w
St. Charles w stanie Missouri otwarto pierwsza szkole Najswigtszego
Serca poza Europa. Pierwszy nowicjat zostat otwarty w nastgpnym
roku w Florissant w stanie Missouri. Zycie na pograniczu bylo pelne
trudnosci — od ekstremalnego zimna po niedobér zasobdw, w tym
zywnosci, schronienia i odziezy. Pomimo tych przeszkod siostra
Réza-Filipina otwierata szkoly i sierocirice, uczyla mtode dziewczgta
czytania i pisania oraz opickowata si¢ chorymi i ubogimi.

Dopiero gdy Réza-Filipina miata 72 lata, spetnifo si¢ jej pragnienie, by stuzy¢
rdzennym Amerykanom. Przetozony misji jezuickiej, majacej na celu otwarcie
szkoly dla plemienia Potawatomi w Sugar Creek w stanie Kansas, nalegat, by
dotaczyta do misji. Mimo choroby i stabego zdrowia pozostata wréd Potawatomi
przez rok, spedzajac dtugie godziny na kontemplacji, co przyniosto jej przydomek
Quah-kah-ka-num-ad, czyli , Kobieta, kt6ra zawsze si¢ modli”.

Zmarta 18 listopada 1852 roku w wicku 83 lat. 3 lipca 1988 roku
papiez Jan Pawet II oglosit Roza-Filipina Duchesne $wigta. Siostra Réza-
Filipina znana byta ze swojej dobroci, wspéfczucia i niezachwianej wiary.
Zainspirowata wielu innych do péjscia w jej slady, a jej dziedzictwo
przetrwato do dzi§ w dziatalnodci Zgromadzenia Najswigtszego Serca
Jezusowego oraz innych zgromadzeri zakonnych, ktére nadal stuzg
innym na calym $wiecie.
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